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PawarmeetsThackeray
as rebels claimmajority

Gujarat riots:
SC upholds
SIT clean chit
to Modi
The Supreme Court on
Friday upheld the Special
Investigation Team’s (SIT’s)
clean chit to then Gujarat
chief minister Narendra
Modi and 63 others in the
2002 riots and junked a plea
by slain Congress leader
Ehsan Jafri’s wife Zakia who
alleged a larger conspiracy.

A Bench termed the plea
devoid of merit. It spoke of
“the devious stratagem to
keepthepotboiling, forulte-
riordesign”andsaidall those
involved in “such abuse of
process need to be in the
dock and proceeded with in
accordancewith law”. PTI

ADITI PHADNIS
New Delhi, 24 June

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwas
givingaspeechin2018whenhe
suddenlypausedandsaid:“Government
officialsareusuallysupposedtoworkin
anonymity.Wedonotgettoknowthe
namesofthebureaucratswhosedeeds
mayhavewonouradmiration.Buthere,I
wouldliketobreachtheprotocoland
introduceParameswaranIyertoall.”He
thenaskedtheTVchannelcrewtofocus
theircamerasonIyer,whowasseatedin
theaudience.

Thecolourful,multi-facetedretired
IASofficer(1981UttarPradeshcadre),the
sonofanAirForceofficer,toyedwiththe
careerinprofessionaltennisbut
submittedtohisparents’persuasionthat
a‘regular’ jobmightbeabetteridea.He
appliedtoDCMbutshookhisheadwhen
BharatRamwhointerviewedhimasked
whatinflationwas.Iyerdidn’tgetthejob.
HealsoflunkedaninterviewwithITCin
Calcuttaandconsoledhimselfwitha
packageofbiscuitsandcakesfrom
Flury’sonParkStreettotakehome.He
gotajobintheOberoi’shotel
managementprogrammeforwhichhe
wasinterviewedbyPRS(Biki)Oberoi
himself.Hequitthehotel jobin10days,
havinghadenoughofcuttingvegetables.

Therehaslikelyneverbeenamore
accidentalbureaucratthanIyer.Inhis
questforaprofession,hetookand
passedthecivilserviceexamsandwhile
waitingfortheresults,heworkedasasub
editorwith'TheIndianExpress'when
ArunShouriewastheeditor.Thatjobwas
short-livedaswell.

ButthenIyerfiguredinthelistof

successfulIAScandidatesandjoinedthe
so-calledironframeofthecountry.He
notchedupmanysuccessesontheway:a
stintintheWorldBank,bothinDelhiand
Washington.HisworkinIndiaismarked
bytheSwajalprojecttogetdrinkingwater
toeveryhome.Theprojecttooklessons
fromtheSwajalmodelinAfghanistan’s
Panjshirvalley,andChina,wherewater,
unlikeIndia,isnotfree(hefoundthat
evenpoorfamiliesarereadytopayfor
wateraslongasthequantityandquality
isgood).IyerwasintheWorldBankfrom
1998to2006.Ittaughthimabouta
professionallifestylewithoutpersonal
assistants,typistsandwatercarriers.

Hetookabreakin2006tohelphis
daughterachieveherambitionof
becomingaprofessionaltennisplayer.
Hewashermanageronatwo-yearroad
tripsacrosstheglobe,doingthesamefor
hisson.Hisdaughterfinallykepttennis
asahobbywhilegettingaPhDin

economicsfromOxford,whilehisson
gotaMastersinenvironmentalstudies
fromColumbia.

In2008,hereturnedtoLucknow,
backtowaterandsanitation,andlater,
theForestDepartment.Buthisfamily
wasintheUSandhedecidedtotake
voluntaryretirementfromtheIASand
returntotheWorldBank.Again,water
andsanitation.

Iyer’slifechangedon15August2014
whenheheardModimakehisfirst
IndependenceDayspeechasPrime
Ministerinwhichhetalkedabout
launchingaSwachhBharatmission.Iyer
returnedtoIndiatoearnthesobriquet
ToiletMan,whichhecherishes,this
time,asalateralentrantintothesteel
framehethoughthehadquit.Hegave
IndiatheconceptoftheSwachhagrahi:
thepeoplewhowouldpersuade
communitiestoendopendefecation
andbuildtoilets.Hedideverythingthat
hethoughtcouldteachpeoplethat
buildingatoiletwasreallynotrocket
scienceor‘unclean’: includinggetting
intoapithimselftodiganddemonstrate
atoiletmodel.Theeventgotahuge
response,includingamentioninModi’s
MannKiBaatmonthlyradioshow.A
WorldBankcolleaguecommented:
“CongratsParam,youjustmade
sanitationsexy”.

LittlewonderthenthatIyerhasbeen
givenatwo-yeartermattheNITIAayog
asCEOtohelmtheorganisation’smany
programmes.Twoyearstakesthe
governmenttothenextgeneral
elections,almosttotheday.Noprizesfor
guessingwhattheBJP’selection
campaignisgoingtobe:andwhowill
provideimportantinputsforit.

POLITICSANDPUBLICAFFAIRS 7
. <

KOLKATA | 25 JUNE 2022

DRDO, Navy successfully test
short-range, anti-air missile
AJAI SHUKLA
New Delhi, 24 June

Indian naval warships just became
more heavily protected and difficult
to strike with aircraft and anti-ship

missiles, with the successful flight-test of
theVerticalLaunchShortRangeSurface-
to-AirMissile (VL-SRSAM) onFriday.

The VL-SRSAM, which the Defence
Research & Development Organisation
(DRDO) has indigenously developed for
the IndianNavy,was fired fromanIndian
warship at a high-speed aerial target that
was mimicking an incoming enemy air-
craft.

India’s most modern naval warships,
suchas theVisakhapatnam-classdestroy-
ersandNilgiri-class frigates,areequipped
with multiple layers of defence against
their biggest threats: enemy aircraft and
sea-skimming anti-shipmissiles.

The first lineofdefence isprovidedby
the Indo-Israeli medium range
surface-to-air missiles (MRSAMs), which
arecapableofshootingdownhostileaerial
threats at ranges upto 70 kilometres.

If the MRSAM fails to destroy the
incoming threat at long ranges, the war-
ship launches its VL-SRSAMs at shorter
ranges of 25-30 kilometres.

During mid-course flight, the VL-
SRSAM missile uses a fibre-optic, gyro-
scope-based, inertial guidance mecha-
nism.With-lock-on-before-launch(LOBL)
and lock-on-after-launch(LOAL)capabil-
ity, themissilereceivesmid-courseupdate
via a datalink. Then, in the terminal
phase, the missile switches to active
radar homing.

The VL-SRSAM is an indigenous

upgrade to the two-decade-old Israeli
Barak 1 surface-to-air missile system on
board Indianwarships. It is derived from
theDRDO’shighlysuccessfulAstraMark-
1 air-to-air missile, which was recently
fired successfully from a Sukhoi-30MKI
fighter.

Several countries thathavedeveloped
successful air-to-air missiles have modi-
fied themintoother formats:TheUScon-
verted the AIM-7 Sparrow into the RIM-7
Sea Sparrow. The French MICA missile
has a land-launched variant
calledVL-MICA.

The platform provides an integrated
solutionthat incorporatesboththemissile
and Weapon Control System (WCS).
Equipped with 360 degrees interception
capability, itcandetectandengagethreats
fromdifferent directions.

The VL-SRSAM missile has a smoke-

less exhaust and a jet-vane-driven thrust
vectorcontrol thatenablesquickreaction
timeonvertical launch.

The VL-SRSAM system is conceived
forareaaswell aspointdefence toprotect
naval platforms.

Each Vertical Launch System (VLS)
holds forty missiles in a twin, quad-pack
canister configuration.Eachcarries eight
missiles for hot launch, which can be
installed in an arrangement of multiple
launch systems based on availability of
space on thewarship.

In its first tests, theDRDOsuccessfully
test-fired two VL-SRSAMs last year on
February 22.

Themaiden launchtested theefficacy
of the VLS and missile’s maximum and
minimum range. Both the missiles fired
successfully interceptedtheir targetswith
pinpoint accuracy.

In the second test on December 7 last
year, theVL-SRSAMwassuccessfully fired
by the DRDO from the Integrated Test
Range,Chandipur,off thecoastofOdisha.

The launchwasconducted fromaver-
tical launcheragainstanelectronic target
at a very lowaltitude. The aimwas to val-
idate integrated operation of all weapon
system components, including the verti-
cal launcher unit with
controller, canisterised flight vehicle and
aWCS.TheDRDOhasplanned to offload
themanufactureof themissile toaprivate
sector firm,makingitoneof thefirstmajor
weapons platforms to be produced by a
private industry under the aegis of
Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India)
project. There are also plans to use it as a
short-rangeairdefence systemfor Indian
Air Force.

Systemusesfibre-optic,gyroscope-basedinertialguidancemechanism

Parameswaran Iyer,newNITIAayog
CEO, isanaccidentalbureaucrat

PARAMESWARAN IYER, WHO HELMED
THE SWACHH BHARAT MISSION,
ONCE WORKED AS A JOURNALIST
AND CUT VEGETABLES IN A HOTEL

Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) president SharadPawar
on Friday met Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray at the latter’s resi-
dence amid the political crisis
caused by Sena leader Eknath
Shinde's rebellion.

StateNCPpresidentJayant
Patil and Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar accompa-
nied Pawar as he arrived at
‘Matoshree’.

Meanwhile, Shinde, a day
afterclaimingthata“powerful
nationalparty”wassupporting
his groupofMLAs in thepolit-
ical drama in Maharashtra,
said no national party was in

contactwiththem.Askedif the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
was backinghis group, Shinde
told a TV channel, “When I
said a big power is backing us,
ImeantthepowerofBalasaheb
Thackeray and (late Shiv Sena
leader)AnandDighe.”

“Out of 55 Shiv SenaMLAs,
40 have come with me to
Guwahati. Inademocracy, the
majority and numbers count.
Sonobodyhastheright totake
any action against us,” Shinde
said, when asked about the
Sena approaching the
Assembly Deputy Speaker for
actionagainst the rebelMLAs.

Even as the Shiv Sena-led

MVAdispensation is currently
facing a survival crisis due to a
rebellion by Shinde, the
departments — mostly con-
trolled by allies NCP andCon-
gress — have issued govern-
ment orders for the release of
funds worth thousands of
crores in the past four days for
development-relatedworks.

Thackerayexpresseddeter-
minationtofightthecrisis and
took on Shinde, saying the
rebel leader’s son is a Lok
Sabha MP and should his son
Aadityanotalsogrowpolitical-
ly as both sides showed no
signsofbackingdowntobreak
the impasse. AGENCIES

Nonationalparty incontactwithus,saysEknathShinde

ILLUSTRATION: AJAY MOHANTY
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AFFIDAVIT 

By virtue of an affidavil before the E,cecu1lve Maglstra.1e, 
Bha(frll,1( bearing affida\lit No-3971. dl<i,03.06.2022 I Smt Shmddhanjati 
Behera, aged about 43 years. W/o• Lale Prahallad Behera of Viii• Mkzapur, 
Po,H�ldlha·8ypas$, P&- Puruntlbaz..·u. Olst• Bhttclrak, Odtsha declare thal
my name is SHRAODHANJAU SEHEAA which is menlioned in a11 my 
docvment!/. ofong with iny �dhaar c.-.rd No ,74443518259S. Sut vnfortu, 
nalely my nick name TILOTTAMA BEHERA is menlioned tn the LIC Policy 
of my deceased husband bealng Policy No .595566199 in nominee oolumn 
instead of my real name SHRAOOHANJALI SEHERA. I further declare tha1 
SHAAOOHAN.JALI 8EtiER.Aand TllOTTAMABEHERA, WU, •late Prahali� 
Behern is one and same pe,son in my localityi.e Halaclidiha By pas.s Post
Office Juris.diction 3le� except my�II.

I s.wear this affidavil to avoid fulure oomplicacy of above 
mentioned LIC Poliey ;)lid confirm my Identity 

SHRAOOHANJALIBEHERA 
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